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Letters
Facts about our ecological crisis areincontrovertible. We must take action
Humans cannot continue to violate the fundamental laws of nature or science with impunity,
say 94 signatories including Dr Alison Green and Molly Scott Cato MEP
Fri 26 Oct 2018 15.56 BST
We the undersigned represent diverse academic disciplines, and the views expressed here are
those of the signatories and not their organisations. While our academic perspectives and
expertise may diﬀer, we are united on one point: we will not tolerate the failure of this or any
other government to take robust and emergency action in respect of the worsening ecological
crisis. The science is clear, the facts are incontrovertible, and it is unconscionable to us that our
children and grandchildren should have to bear the terrifying brunt of an unprecedented
disaster of our own making.
We are in the midst of the sixth mass extinction, with about 200 species becoming extinct each
day. Humans cannot continue to violate the fundamental laws of nature or of science with
impunity. If we continue on our current path, the future for our species is bleak.
Our government is complicit in ignoring the precautionary principle, and in failing to
acknowledge that inﬁnite economic growth on a planet with ﬁnite resources is non-viable.
Instead, the government irresponsibly promotes rampant consumerism and free-market
fundamentalism, and allows greenhouse gas emissions to rise. Earth Overshoot Day (the date
when humans have used up more resources from nature than the planet can renew in the
entire year) falls ever earlier each year (1 August in 2018).
When a government wilfully abrogates its responsibility to protect its citizens from harm and
to secure the future for generations to come, it has failed in its most essential duty of
stewardship. The “social contract” has been broken, and it is therefore not only our right, but
our moral duty to bypass the government’s inaction and ﬂagrant dereliction of duty, and to
rebel to defend life itself.
We therefore declare our support for Extinction Rebellion, launching on 31 October 2018. We
fully stand behind the demands for the government to tell the hard truth to its citizens. We call
for a Citizens’ Assembly to work with scientists on the basis of the extant evidence and in
accordance with the precautionary principle, to urgently develop a credible plan for rapid total
decarbonisation of the economy. 
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we’ll publish the best submissions in the letters spread of our print edition
Since you’re here …... we have a small favour to ask. Three years ago, we set out to make The Guardian sustainable
by deepening our relationship with our readers. The revenues provided by our print
newspaper had diminished. The same technologies that connected us with a global audience
also shifted advertising revenues away from news publishers. We decided to seek an approach
that would allow us to keep our journalism open and accessible to everyone, regardless of
where they live or what they can aﬀord.
And now for the good news. Thanks to all the readers who have supported our independent,
investigative journalism through contributions, membership or subscriptions, we are
overcoming the perilous ﬁnancial situation we faced. Three years ago we had 200,000
supporters; today we have been supported by over 900,000 individuals from around the
world. We stand a ﬁghting chance and our future is starting to look brighter. But we have to
maintain and build on that level of support for every year to come.
Sustained support from our readers enables us to continue pursuing diﬃcult stories in
challenging times of political upheaval, when factual reporting has never been more critical.
The Guardian is editorially independent – our journalism is free from commercial bias and not
inﬂuenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders. No one edits our editor. No one
steers our opinion. This is important because it enables us to give a voice to the voiceless,
challenge the powerful and hold them to account. Readers’ support means we can continue
bringing The Guardian’s independent journalism to the world.
If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be
much more secure. For as little as £1, you can support the Guardian – and it only takes a
minute. Thank you.
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